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Calder Vale St. John’s News

News from our Classes

Bluebell Class

A message from
Mrs. Scholz

With the help of our very
" generous School R
Association, Mrs. Johnston s
has been transforming , Class have been absolutely
Bluebell Classroom this fascinated with their new learning
week. The Association have@C=®€ about China, Chinese culture and
given us £500 towards the their traditions, in particular the
cost of new resources and Lunar New Year celebration.

we already have a beautiful EYFS _transformed the role play
: area into a Chinese restaurant and
reading arch and some very

A . ) they have been imaginatively
comfy ‘log §llce cushlpns playing and making food such as
\ for carpet time. We will put spring rolls and noodles out of
some photos on Facebook junk modelling and scrap material.
and in the newsletter when

3) They have also practised writing
everything has arrived. We good luck messages using Chinese

really could not have characters. They did this using

2\ funded this new equipment black paint and black markers on
without our School red card to represent the red
Association who have their banners. They have also made and

own newsletter page now! decorated paper chains, paper

—please see overleaf. The lanterns and moulded and
arg looking for more. J manipulated red dough to copy the

one Chinese number characters from 1
volunteers to help plan and to 10.

organise events for 2025 Both EYFS and KS1 have tried
and they need you! speaking some greetings and
Remember, you don’t have < Lunar New Year phrases in both

Five

to attend an event to help Mandarin and Cantonese. They
us make it happen—behind fV quite enjoyed learning how to

It has been a roaring successful
Chinese/Lunar New Year
celebration all week long! Bluebell

the scenes help is just as count in Cantonese and finding
R important! If you want to patterns in the Chinese number

find out more, please Nine ;T{l:sgtce}:lsl‘dren really enjoyed
contact Julie Gorst—her

detail h listening to the story, 'The Great
etails are over the page. Race' about the Chinese Zodiac.
\‘

We discovered this year's animal is
the year of the Snake and the
children were highly interested to
find out the animal year they were

4

g Bluebell Class — The Lead Learner this week is Kaia - she receives
f'%

N\ the award for this week because she was determinedly brave to try
something new for the first time and made a new discovery!
< J Willow Class—
e\ Our leader learner is Charlie for inspiring everyone to persevere—
Charlie was the hero of our worship on Thursday this week when
& ( we shared photos of him building a wardrobe for his family!
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To get a flavour for Chinese cuisine that may be served as part of
the big feast on Lunar New Year the children all took turns to help
prepare and cook a Chinese vegetable stir fry. It was a
collaborative effort and a sensorial experience that the children
really enjoyed taking part in and we were very impressed with how
many children braved new smells, flavours and textures.

Of course we had to end our topic of inquiry, with a showstopping
BANG! After learning about Chinese New Year parades and dragon
dances, EYFS created a dragon mask and practised playing
percussive instruments and moving in unison as a dragon. KS1
worked in two groups, researching specific customs and traditions
about our Chinese New Year topic to present on a poster, and our
other group learnt and performed a Chinese tambourine dance to
Willow Class. Gung Hay Fat Choy - Happy Lunar New Year!
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Willow Class
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This week in Willow Class, we have continued with our class
novels; year 4/5/6 have discovered that one of the characters in
Hugo Cabret, Papa Georges used to be a film maker! Year 3 have
found out and laughed about Paddington’s adventures with the
Brown family!

In Maths, we have used the grid method to solve multiplication
problems. We followed the steps carefully to ensure we completed
— the method to achieve the correct answer!

S™E \We had a zoom meeting with our link school, we played lots of
games, and we can’t wait to meet them at Burnley theatre.

| In science, we learnt about digestion and how it works within our
bodies. We watched a mini camera go through a real human’s di-
gestive system; we weren’t squeamish at all! The next experiment

we do, is going to be exciting! Watch this space...

Dates for your Diary

Tuesday 4th February—Children’s RE
Conference

..News..

Dates.

..Photos...

Friday 14th February—BREAK UP FOR HALF
TERM

Dates...

Monday 24th February—BACK TO SCHOOL

Friday 28th February— COMIC ART
MASTERCLASS for everyone!

.Photos...

The Back Page

Friday 4th April— BREAK UP FOR EASTER
1.30pm

News..
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\fe. We all want to say a big hello to you all! Y
Vg) We are a very relaxed friendly group that help -
raise money for the school and also represent
the school in the Garstang Children’s Festival 9.‘

\\*  and Scarecrow Festival amongst many other W\
. things.
ﬂ‘-:-‘ You may have seen that we have contributed ".‘;
- towards the cost of trips for the school and \a
also special events in school. &
At the moment we have an amazing team but b..
we are low on numbers and need more \:'?
2 parents and carers to join us. The more help

b that we can get, the more we can offer our O
/H children in school! W
: , What can you bring to the school association? »
il No matter how much or little time you can

’ spare, we need your help to keep going!

. %
\\" Any questions please email Julie Gorst on .,\\
& julieokeye@yahoo.co.uk e

é
he\ We are currently organising some Easter events % a/'"
'0\\ so watch this space and we will keep you
osted.
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